
BMP 050 - Properly Store Containers 

 
 
Description of Potential Pollutant and Source:  Improper storage of containers can result in the 
exposure of significant materials to storm water. 
 
Description of BMP:  Containers will be properly stored.  This includes the following: 
 
 •  Providing adequate aisle space (typically 3 feet) to facilitate material transfer and 
easy access for inspections. 
 
 •  Storing containers, drums, and bags away from vehicle traffic routes to reduce 

the potential for mechanical impact and accidental spills.  Do not store bags that 
are easily punctured near high-traffic areas where they may be hit by moving 
equipment or personnel. 

 
 •  Stacking containers according to manufacturer's instructions to avoid damaging 

the containers from improper weight distribution. 
 
 •  Storing liquid containers in a bermed area. 
 
Application Guidance:  Containers will be properly stored. 
 
Training:  Training on the proper storage of materials will be provided periodically to the 
appropriate personnel. 
 
Effectiveness and Cost:  This is a moderately effective, low-cost BMP. 
 
Limitations:  None 
 


